The second aim of my project was to develop the appropriate skills and disseminate this approach as widely as possible to my colleagues both within the University and elsewhere. This is the exciting bit as it is applicable across all subject areas.
The story so far: a library
Firstly the beginnings of a library of these learning objects is available on my website at http:/www.mis.coventry.ac.uk/~styrrell (though check on Google as I think we are about to undergo a local revolution in domain name changes).
You can download the original PowerPoint presentations to modify as you wish and incorporate in your own presentations. (There are no strings attached). There are also html versions produced with Impatica 1 , which can be viewed satisfactorily using a standard 56k modem without the need for any special viewing software. These can be viewed online or downloaded in the zip file with the accompanying Impatica file which should sit in the same directory as the html file. It sounds more complicated than it is but the zip file contains full instructions.
The background story
I believe that thinking about issues of accessibility and producing reasonably accessible learning objects cannot be done in total isolation from active teaching and engagement with students who use accessible technology.
I have been fortunate in having taught a blind student recently and in having a close working relationship with those who produce Braille, including simple mathematical Braille, and tactile diagrams. The frustrations are enormous and the amount of time in adapting materials, across all subjects, is too often severely underestimated by those who don't have to do it.
In addition this year I have undertaken a small project looking at the perceptions, expectations and experiences of 5 students with differing disabilities arriving at Coventry. I have learnt from this that some of these students are techno whizz kids compared to us, but at the same time realise that it is the relatively simple things that make the most difference to most students:
• Provide materials in electronic format in advance if possible.
• Use Styles in Word (most of us don't but really ought to).
• Be organised and don't change plans and places at the last moment.
The future story
I would love to get out and about and share with as many people and institutions as possible a hands on demonstration of the relatively easy, simple and cheap technology of the powerful use of PowerPoint on the web, with voice over, with video clips and more. If you would like a free workshop for you and your colleagues, please contact me on s.tyrrell@coventry.ac.uk.
Notes to article

